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BELLINGHAM'S "OLD CULVERT' MYSTERY 


The old stone culvert. 


Deep in the woods off Railroad Street in Bellingham is a structure 
that is ponderous in form, and mysterious as to purpose. 

The structure consists of a stone culvert - or bridge - with man-made 
causeway approaches totaling hundreds of feet in length. The bridge 
spans Peters River, flowing south from Silver Lake. 

The stone blocks - or slabs - of granite and puddingstone are huge; 
some measure six feet by three feet by ten inches thick, weighing close 
to one thousand pounds. These half-ton deck pieces rest on neatly fitted 
stonework that forms the walls of the culvert. 

The causeways to the bridge are about ten feet wide, and at the 
bridge, rise about three feet above the level of the surrounding swampy 
area. 

The purpose of this right-of-way and bridge has never been determined. 
The cartroad does not connect any dwellings, industries, or known iron 
mines or gravel pits of the period, and it appears to be of ancient vin- 


tage. 


early settlers didn't waste their 
time in pointless projects such as 
this, and this was a prodigious 
undertaking. 

After considering various poss- 
ibilities, the Historical Commission 
believes that this construction was 
provided to bring logs and timber 
Ont. OLwuhe forest. 

In the late seventeen hundreds, 
the town of Boston had a voracious 
appetite for firewood and lumber for 
building. In many outlying areas, 
timber was cut, and huge logs were 
hauled to sites to be pit-sawed; 
remnants made firewood. The massive 
construction of the culvert shown 
here would adequately handle such 
heavy loads, where a wooden bridge 
would have less strength, and cer- 

. tainly less permanance. 

All this makes for interesting 
conjecture; perhaps we will never 
know why a culvert with half-ton 
stones was built in our Bellingham 


We do know, however, that our 
woods. 
TA SAU Le SELL 


QUESTIONS (?) & ANSWERS (1!) 


Question: 

Can you furnish some information 
about George Partridge, author of 
the History of Bellingham? 


Answer : 

George Fairbanks Partridge was 
born in Bellingham on August 26, 
1863, a son of Asa and Jemima 
Fairbanks Partridge. 

His father Asa was a farmer, and 
was born in Bellingham December 28, 
1823, son of Amos and Mrs. Clarissa 
(Hill) Slocum. Jemima was a daughte 
of Elijah and Nancy Fairbanks, and 
was born in Bellingham April 9, 
1829. Amos and Jemima were married 
in Medway December 27, 1858, by Rev. 
Dr. Jacob Ide. 

George Partridge, author of our 
town history claimed direct descen- 
dancy from the Dedham Fairbanks fam- 
ily. He left Bellingham around 1900. 

He was a graduate of Harvard Law 
School, and was a teacher in Great 
Barrington and Boston, and was Head- 
master in Jamaica Plain High School. 
He was previously an instructor in 
mathematics and German there. 


bo 


Mr. Partridge was an avid genealo- 
gist, was a member of the Society of 
Colonial Wars, and was for many 
years Registrar of the Massachusetts 
Sons of the American Revolution. 

In 1937, Mr. Partridge left the 
Jamaica Plain High School faculty to 
take the position of Baker Library 
Assistant at Harvard Business 
school” 

In 1917, he was asked to prepare a 
history of Bellingham for the town's 
200th anniversary. He headed a pub- 
lication committee comprised of 
Maurice Connally, Percy Burr, and 
Orville Rhodes. 

The history was published by the 
Town in 1919 with financial assist- . 
tance from Judge Rufus G. Fairbanks. 

George Partridge died at his resi- 
dence at 99 Lexington Avenue in Cam- 
bridge on March 17, 1940, leaving 
his widow, sons Richard and John, 
and daughter Martha. 


Note: 


I met Prof. Partridge at the Baker 
Library when I went there doing 
railroad research, as the Railway & 
Locomotive Historical Society's 
collection was there. 


He told me that he remembered my 

my mother when she was a young girl 
at Jamaica Plain High, and knew my 
grandfather there quite well. 

Smatl worlds aing tebe 
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NO BATH TUB "RING" 
These science facts are rather"nifty” 
The bath tub was invented in 1850; 
The second fact I would revive-- 
First telephone call in 1875. 
For 25 years in your ..tub,you couldgeume 
With never a worry that the phone 
M1 GHCarLNG «eet 


ce oes ————— ) ™BLACKHAWKS" 


Before 1951, Bellingham's High 
School sports teams were known as 
the "Toppers". Back then the Sports 
program was not so extensive,so only 
a few sports had organized teams. 
Prominent among these teams were 
those for baseball and baseball. The 
Origin of the name elonpers \ Us ano. 
Known exactly. But in 1951 when a 
new name was being sought, and cho- 


sb this is how the story unfold- 
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peek 


oe a HIGH SCHOOL... “at play before o 
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@ tomorrow night ‘of 8 215 when it enter- 
tains ae etal in the first game of their onnual series. 


he ve turned in severol upsets, and ere con- 
Ident "tay u hondle the Blockstonions. Members of the 
ethene 


This picture from The Rooneecres Cada 
of February 2,1950, tells about the 
Toppers basketball team of Bellingham. 


team, front rew, left to right, 
Ambier, ed le 
: Grego 

Poul Sen eakys 


Pres Fisher, Coa; apt. nee 
ri i ick ond Poul Lotoille, Second 
job Nutting, Al Bruneou, Curly Cote pat 
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A group of teenage boys were en- 
joying a study period, one day at 
Keough High School. The school 
had been sponsoring a contest to re- 
name their sports teams. After the 
homework and studying were done, 
this group of students started tos- 
Sing arond some ideas. One of them 
had a comic book on top of his pile 
of notebooks and textbooks. 
Study mate grabbed the comic book 
and held it up. 


Said "Blackhawk". The "Bellingham 


| 


satan 2 


‘sessors of the Woonsocket. Retail Tradeboard trophy. And that wasn't all. 


BAS KET BALL 


"Hurrah for the Blackhawks!!!" For the first time in history a Bellingham High 
‘School team defeated their arch-rival, Blackstone H.S., and became proud pos- 
They 


‘added to their laurels by downing a stubborn Franklin quintet for the Franklin 
,Rotary Club trophy. 


Another | 


The sprawling title. 


Blackhawks" sounded like a good name: 


to these students, 
he teenie school. 
mitted ideas to the contest, 
is the one that earned favor. 


SO they suggested 
Of all the sub- 
ie WARS 


Blackhawk comic book series, 


The 1951 edition of Bellingham High 


School's yearbook. Epilogue, blazes 
"Hurrah for the Blackhawks". 
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This is a.cover from one edition of the 


for which 
Bellingham's sports teams were named. 


THE MUSIC OF THE BIG BELLS 


It has been brought to our att- 
ention that we have some historical 
bells in Bellingham. Over the years, 
bells have called the faithful to 
church services, the young and/or 
studious to school and alerted town- 
folk to cataclysmic events. 

Back in the early 1900's, BIG 
BELLS hung in all 3 schools in town. 
(note pictures) The bell now on dis- 
play in the Town Hall Annex hung in 
Center School. It was forged in 1891 
at McShane Foundry, Baltimore, MD. 


hig 


Every mold was made individually by 
hand. The bells from the North and 
South schools seem to have disap- 
peared. 

It was recently related to me 
that a number of years ago, Junior 
Winn had a run-in with Miss Decelles 
He was severly punished. When he re-} 
turned to school from lunch, the mH 

} 
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i 
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F] 
It took 6-8 weeks to make a belaz 


an he was staying with,was with him. 
She and Miss Decelles had quite a 

it mildly).When Miss 
Phespel Dwhoreties alter 
it "nearly came off 


set-to(to put 
Decelles rang 
noon session, 
TCUSssnoOCcKeicn 


t Massey School, 
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Center School 


School 


Center 


The bell that hangs in the lst 
Baptist Church belfry was forged by 
G.H.Holbrook of East Medway(now 
Millis). It was added to the steeple 
inl833. G.H.Holbrook was an appren-— 
tice of Paul Revere. It weighs approx- 
imately } ton.....The bell was tolled 
by Rev. Adolph Aubert and Amos Adams 
in memory of Pres. Theodore Roosevelt 
several days following his death.... 
For a number of years, the bell, it’s 
tower struts, etc. were damaged and 
it was deemed too dangerous to ring. 
Due to the interest and hours spent 
by 2 men, Ernest Godbout and Russell 
Chase, repairs were made and ‘on¢Gge aaq. 
gain townfolk can hear the full ténes 
echo on Sunday mornings and occassion- 
ally for weddings and funerals 


lst BAPTIST CHURCH 


Ime Os, Xai iG: HYHolbrook bell, 
cast in 1855, was donated to the No. 
Bellingham Baptist Church. It weighs 
an estimated 1/3 ton. Bells of this 
type were generally 20% tin and 80% 
Seperiwith a little silver slipped 
in for a better tone). 

On a recent Sunday morning tra- 
velling through North Bellingham,it } 
Maempreascant to hear the bell of St.} 
Brendan's calling all to worship. ' 
[ There's a story that one morning } 
"Sal" Pilla was dutifully ringing } 
the bell when the clapper fell out, 
Manorngeright in front of the priest 
standing by the door. Imagine his 
(Sal's) surprise when the priest 
Carried it back up to Pilla and 
asked if he was missing something??] 

As you travel by Assumption 
Church in the south end of town- 
you can see the bell displayed in 
frome Of the church...The bell was 
Pumcnasedsand on May 28,1928,)-a-ser- 
vice of blessing was conducted. The 
following week, it was raised and 
installed in the belfry with a parad 
and appropriate exercises. The bell | 
and the belfry were removed in the | 
Soeing ot “1965. 4 
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GOLDEN JUBILEE MEMORIAL 
Assumption Church 


ee ere a 


You can see that at one time, 
there were 7 BIG BELLS in Belling- 
ham...All the bells pealed at the 
SudeOLENWiLiems LL Was sMUSTCEtO 
everyone's ears. Today, only 3 bells 
remain. Look for them or listen to 
Them themnextstime you pass byt oy acc. 


s 


THE SOUTH SCHOOLHOUSE AT CROOKS’ CORNER 


___ SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO., Cheapest Supply 


SCHOOLHOUSE AND FACTORY BELLS AT $7.20 TO $22.60. 
| CHURCH BELLS AT $29.25 TO $12.50. 


; Bells for farm, svhoolhouse, churches and elsewhere we will sell at 
| oc based onthe actual cost to manufacture, the cost of material and 
bor, with but our one small percentage of protitadded. If you are in the 
market fora high grade, perfectly toned, guuranteed bell for schoolhouse, 
church, farm, or home, we aro prepared to furnish you such a bell under our 
guarantee for quality and at a suving of from 2 to 50 per cent in price as 

against any price you can get from any dealer any where. 
Our bells are made 


; QUALITY. for us under con- 


tract by one of the beat makers 
in this country. They are made 
from avery finecrysta)line metal 

making them loud, clear, round 
and sweet in tone and cannot be 
compared with the cheap cas 

iron bells that are advertised by 


OUR GUARANTEE. 


We put out every bell 
under our binding guar- 
antee against breakage 

or fiveyears,and 
it it is not per- 
fectly satisfac- 
bert Ger toquality 
- of tone, volum 
finish, weight an 
durability; if it is 
not satistacto 
in every way an 
. if you do not find 
it lower in price 
than any bellyou 
‘ can buy else- 
: 2. 2 aE x where, you are at 
: . : iperty, to return 
it tous AT OUR EXPENSE AND WE WILL RETURN YOURE MONKEY, 


e ry} weed took over and the river lost 
Our Rive r ; ot'saklure anithe warm weacher: 
, The Charles River Watershed Assoc. 
i was formed and has tackled this 
It wasn't too long ago that as problem more recently. 
I picked up one of my favorite mag- | gpsppeeee 
azines that I noticed an article 
entitled THAT MANIPULATED RIVER--- 
What have we done to the Charles 
River? With excitement I thumbed 
through the pages to read about OUR 
river. I must admit it was a very 
interesting article but not once 
was BELLINGHAM mentioned. I was 
greatly deflated. 
Now I realize the Charles River 
doe: s not rise in Bellingham, but 
in Hopkinton. However, as a true 
Bellinghamite, it still seems to be 
OUR river; for as it trickles along 
it becomes Box Pond(off Depot St.) 
in the center section of town. 
Quinobequin, the Indians called 


is 


it--long winding river--but when --a view .of Box: Pond.arounds 9) jae 
the White Man came, he changed it to 
the Charles River, in honor of King It, was an-excellenteplacesre 
Charles of England. It was clean - hold skating parties(during the 50s 
and pure when the Indians had it, but and 60s) hockey games and ice fish- 
not now...the White Man is taking ing. Today, it's still a great spot 
CaLbetoterr. for ice fishing and ski-mobiling. It's 
From John Albee's book "Con- a haven for wildlife and birds. As 
fessions of Boyhood", we excerpt the one walks near the river, you can 
following:---It never has any head- still see turtles 'plopping' into the 
long haste to arrive. It saunters water from their sunning spots. 
like a schoolboy and stops to visit In 1828 Bellingham was an "“ac- 


a thousand recesses and indentations tive and flourishing manufacturing 
of upland meadow. It stays for a cow town". Many mills used power supplied 


to, drink,-.orsansalder=towrooteit— - by dams along the Charles River. On 

self in the bank, or to explore a an 1830's map, a grist mill and saw 

swamp, and it rather wriggles than mill were located on Box Pond. 

run through its eighteen townships. | Sometime between 1830 and 1853 

It is likely to stop at any one of a dam was built on the Charles River 


them and give up the effort to reach near Depot Ste, forming Box Pond. 
the sea. For my part, I wish it had, In 1860, the Bellingham Navy Yard, 


and actually, as in my memory and a masonic organization, was formed 
fancy, ended at the outermost shores py Edwin Tuttle...But that's another 
of Bellingham----~— story by itself. 


Back an “the (202s Jandas0fs™ 4 


number of folk had summer cottages ios Noe Lea yi tds oe Ue aor ad 
lining the Pond/River. As a child, CD) Tie Ce ao ae y 


I remember swimming there in the | stone Bridge on Depot St., under the 
summer, especially oe July 4th, I ; railroad trestle(where we tried to 


; fish as kids), under the cement bridge 
learned to row a boat at a friend's ae 
cottage. Evenings found many folk on North Main St., past the BASIN(no 


: : bottom) to the Red Mill, where in 
(fishermen, courting couples, etc.) : 4 
idling away time on the peaceful 1852 cotton or woolen was manufac 


ee ee tured at the dam site. This was in 
water....In later years an insidious operation for over 50 years. The mill 
ceased operation in 1909 after a 
fire destroyed it. 


The Charles becomes a mere 


aves Bellingham, @1- 
Geese mpacsabte th spots-then 1t 


blossoms out in other towns: 


it finds it's way to Boston and be- 
comes the GREAT CHARLES. 
vels 80 miles 
it's mouth. 
Bomcaechild-1tiwas difficult to 
realize this was all the same body 
Gpewater. And as an adult, I still 
feel some of it's important begin- 
nigs should be attributed to 
Bellingham. 
Adventurous souls at times 
have attempted to paddle a canoe 
along this route, but many have 
found there are aS many portages 
involved as clear bodies of water. 
Local colonists said,"Let every 
man dam the river to suit his needs"{ 
and I'm sure many did. 


Li tra- 
round about to reach 


--this picture was taken in 1991, 
from the dam, looking up Box Pond, 


looking Up OUR Charles River.-- 


meee! Xe XK 


You're. getting to bean old- 
timer if you remember when one 
bathroom was an improvement. 


Medway,} 

Natick, Wellesley to name a few, as ]™ 
| 

i 


i appreciated. 
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This household item is made of very 
pliable strips of wood. They are wo- 
ven into various designs, and twisted 
together to form a sturdy handle. It 
measures about 31 inches long, and at 
its widest is about 8% inches across. 
Such items were also made of metal some- 
times. 

This item is commonly known as a 
beater". Rugs were rolled up, and re- 
moved from houses to be cleaned. They 
were usually brought outside and hung 
on a clothesline or across a porch rail- 
ics The person using the rug beat- 
er, would repeatedly whack the carpet, 
to help loosen and remove dirt anddust. 

With the invention of carpet sweep- 
ers and suction vacuums, rug beaters 
faded into obscurity. Today they are 
collector's items. A resurgence in the 
production of rug beaters has started, 


;rug 


| because today many crafters use them 


in their projects. The Historical Com- 
mission is lucky to have this original 
in our collection of historical arti- 
facts and memoribilia. 


ee es Le Ne ee aN 


The Historical Commission is trying 
to update our active mailing list. 
If you would like to continue to re- 


i ceive the Crimpville Comments through 


the mail, you must send your name and 


' address to the Commission at 3 Common 


Street in Bellingham. The inclusion 

of a small donation to help with print- 
ing and postage costs would be greatly 

If you have recently sent 


aecontribution, we ithank you/fanagsit 1s 


“unnecessary to send another. 


TOWN FARM AND ALMSHOUSE 


In 1831, the Town purchased 155 ac- 
res of land, located on Farm St.,from 
Seth Holbrook. The purchase also in- 
Cluded all the cattle and equipment 
belonging to the property. The Town 
paid $3,500.00 to Mr. Holbrook for 
ownership. 

The town began the operation of a 
poor farm and almshouse on this land. 
Inmates, or those people staying on 
the farm, had to help with the work- 
producing milk, garden crops, cord 
wood and lumber. The residents were 
not allowed to remain idle, and had 
to help support the farm, and hence 
themselves. Only inmates who were 
aged, sick or feeble were allowed not 
to work. 

The names of the inmates were pub- 
lished each year in the Town's Annual 
Report. It was felt in those days, 
that the taxpayers had a right to know 
who they were helping to support. Al 
so listed was the amount of time each 
inmate stayed on the farm. 

Tramps or hobos were another matter 
THey were considered transients, and 
were housed at the Police Station. In 
the 1901 Annual Town Report, the Over 
seer of the Poor, listed 275 tramps 
as being cared for and fed. This is 
opposed to only 10 people being list- 
ed as Almshouse inmates. The number 
of inmates at the Almshouse was usu- 
ally between 5-15. 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


Tramps have been cared for and fed at’ the police station 
by 8. H. Williams, at one dollar: per week and cost of food. 
= proved bills for care of tramps: 

50 cents; wood, $6.75; total cost for the year, $62.50. 


me number of tramps in February, 1900 : : 7 
“ March . 8 : . ©6448 

6 “ - 6 April i" te 91. 
“ “ “ May . i ? : 10 
“ “ “June . ° ‘ : ‘2 
“ “ “July . , F 4 
“ “ “« August. ‘ , ; 2 
6“ 6 “ September  . ; : 1 
4“ “ October as ‘ ° 22 
“ “ “November .. ° ‘ 88 
& «“ “ December... ¢ : Ord 
ri S “ January, 1901. : sy ail 
Total ° . , ; 275 


Care, $52; crackers $3.25; 


| INMATES AT THE ALMSHOUSE FROM FEB. 1, 1900 


TO FEB, 1, 1901. , 
DAYS. 


NAME, AGE. WEEKS. 
George A. Hixon ; ; P 208 ak ee 8. 
John Phillipg ; : « 88 87 
Abigail Hayford . ° ; 79 52 
Sarah Cross: . 44 52: 
Bridget Burke . 56 52 
Clarissa P. Adams , . 49 52 
Mary Watt ; ; . 65 52 
Robert A. Daniels . ; : yp! 21 4 
Paul D..Chilson . ‘a ne Or 4 
‘Warren E. Howard : ; . 29 8 
326 


These pictures of the Town Farm were 
taken in 1901. The cow barn seen here 
was built in 1897, at a cost to the 
town of $791.67. In the picture, read 
ing from right to left, are Mrsweneee 
Whiting, Mildred Whiting (in front of 
her mother, with the top of her head 
barely visible), Zella Whiting, Mr. 
E.B. Whiting (then Superintendent of 
the farm, 1901-1908), and Warren Whi- 
ting is standing in the wagon. Others 
in the picture are unknown, but were 
at that 


probally inmates at the farm, 
time. 


This picture, also from 1901, shows 
the house with the cow barn in the 
background. In front of the house,stan-. 
ding left to right, are Mrs. Whiting and 
her children- Mildred, Zella and Warren 
In 1906 (August 4th), lightning hit the 
house. The tall chimney on the ell in 
the back of the house had to be rebuilt 
after it was the area struck by the 
lightning. 


As can be seen from this a material saving was effected by 
the closing of the Almshouse, and as soon as this is sold the 
a cost of maintenance will be eliminated. 


WARREN E. WHITING, Chairman, 
HIRAM E. CROOKS. | 


BSE EGR AIS 


After a great deal of difficulty, in 
4 {1931, the town finally sold the prop- 
jterty. The selling price was $6,000.00. 
M@;So ended the 100 year span in which Bel- 
a'lingham had a town farm and almshouse 
mfor its less fortunate townsfolk. 


Aoi 


TOWN FARM. Last January this department. was suc- 
: cessful in selling the Town Farm for $6,000.00. Of this 
amount $2,500.00, was.paid:in cash, and a mortgage given. to 
The poor farm was closed on December !the Town for $3,500.00, with interest at six per cent. The 
meer l72zZ0.s ~The Overseers,of the Poor ' mortgage is to be rediced at the rate of $100.00 semi-an- 
-were declared defunct by State law.The {nually beginning in April 1932. Counting the $500.00 which 
Board of Public Welfare would take A the Town secured from a previous purchaser a total of $6,- 
‘their function. | 500.00- will eventually: be realized. 


- OVERSEERS OF THE POOR REPORT, TOWN OF 
BELLINGHAM, BELLINGHAM, MASS. 


Respectfully submitted, 


WARREN E. WHITING, 
. . GEORGE W. MILLER, 
To the ‘Honorable Board ‘of Selectmen, Overseers of ELROY G. STODDARD, 
Poor present their annual report as follows: Rorrd ot Publiciweltare: 


During the year, there has been eight cases of outside 
aid in. Town and three cases aided in other cities and | 
towns chargeable to this Town. There has been two cases 
cared for on State Infirmary at expense of this Town. 
One case at the Massachusetts Hospital School. 
Two cases of Mother’s Aid in Town and one case in an-- 


NC AK “CA EK -EAC SRS 


other town chargeable to this Town: There were four | DONATIONS 
inmates at Almshouse during the year. Mary Jackson 
Almshouse was closed December 15. Inmates boarded . Constance Farley Gaboury 


Hazel DeCaro 
Dorothy Spencer 
Emerson-Virginia Eldredge 
Eugene-Betty Jou Kidder 
Paul Darling 

‘ Olive Demarini-Ruth Carlson 
O.L. BULLARD, Clerk,  : Genevieve-Stephen Gardner 


elsewhere. 
Bills from two towns aiding were chargeable to this 
Town have not been presented at time of closing accounts. 


Respectfully submitted, 


W. E. WHITING, Myla Thayer 
H. E. CROOKS. anonymous 
, Alice-Alfred Palladini 
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WELFARE Aubrey-Ruth Sweezey 
Jun? Merrick 
qeoeeincongyarnemnneernerrensier ‘ Ruszell Wilson 


Mary-Frank Lewinski 


- Special thanks to Charlotte Coffin 
Gentlemen :— for her donation of a much sought 


By State law, the Overseers of Poor in. Massachusetts after dress form. 


are now known as the Board of Public Welfare. NSO. 6 thank 
The big reduction in the costs of operating this depart- | A et Bi oega enti the anony- 
ment was the outstanding feature. this past year and aided © book : ee 


in the reduction in the tax rate. 


To the Honorable Board of Selectmen: 


Wo 


BELLINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL 
FEBRUARY 29, 1940 


While t I read through them and found two 
sean naeic ERG u elena ancl & poems written by the students and 
ies of the Student Voice, thought they deserved printing in our 
os kes eae ta ag our high school Comments. Mary Foley (now Deceased) 
ee ke iG Seige Pers of BL H.S wrote about the school house clock. 
studen Hse 


Ruth (Dore) Sweezy wrote the other 
one. Ruth is on our mailing 11st. 
We hope she'll be pleasantly surpr- 
ised and remember the poem she wrote 
way back in 1940.. 


S TAMOF UF 


BOARD OF EDITORS 


SA 


Editor-in-chief---Barbara Binks '40 THE LADY ANSWERS 


gaat sieht ee Mary DiPietro "44 You can talk about the women, 
With their chatter and their talk, 
Literary Editor-~-Adele Melrose '40 You can rave <about: their spending, 
weg ee Audrey Brown 141 You can laugh at their proud walk. 
But tell me this, what would you do, 
Business Manager--Edna Boudreau '40 Andwevervrotiechua ee 
ee ae ~Charles Surakin '40 If there were no lovely ladies, 
Raymond Cook '40 


Now,.tell.me;.--~i£ you. can? 


Perhaps we use the telephone 

To call astrieng -oretwor 

Perhaps we're back fence-talkers 
And maybe gossips, too; 

But while weve spreading gossip 
To the neighbors far and wide, 
Inside the house, upon the stove, 
You'll find the meat all fried! 


Louis Patrick ae 
Armand Robillard! 41 
Mary Thomas hal 
Carroll White TAT 
Irene Drapeau '42 


Reporters 
Yes, the meat is fried, the carrots 

Ruth Dore "41 boiled 
Constance Godin '42 The potatoes mashed on time 
Lenore de Jony '42 The kitchen's swept, the beds are 
Romeo Sweck '42 made, 
Norman Belcher '42 The washing's on'‘the line 
Janet Brown '42 Oh, yes, we had our chatter, 
Walter Hogarth rae But only between rubs 
Donald Thomas 'A3 


You can call us “flocks of ravenge 
Annette Remillard '43 But I tell you, we're no dubs! 
And while we're fixing dinner 
For our hubby i\(oh) the %brugel) 
They're making eyes at other girls, 
And telling them they're cute! 
They like the way she "wears her 
| ais ba es ype 
That dimple in her chin-- 


Art Staff 


Juliette Collamati '42 
Merion Archambault '43 
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And them when they come home "to 
pt roost" 
Gaby Martel '40 They wear a sheepish grin. 
a : 4 
Henry Bruce '40 


| 


You cannot trust them day or night 
They act like little babies, 

When it comes to brains and such 
It's up to us ladies! 

We're the ones who keep the home 
We budget every cent. 

If we left it up to you menfolk 

We couldn't pay the rent! 


So rave on, you men, rave on; 

It's good for your digestions 

We women know the answers 

While you men just ask the questions. 


Ruth Dore---Class of '41 


THE SCHOOL HOUSE CLOCK SPEAKS 


In the same old spot--year after year 
High up on the wall I stay all day, 


| 

i 

i 
How tired and lonely I am up here, : 
Ticking the minutes and hours away. | 
j 


Teeeeonly had leqs, I'd run down this; 
wall 
Anoevusrte tne clock across the hall. 


Then at night when the pupils ~were | 
oe need | 
We could run through the rooms, 


aed lh 

our faces turned red. 

Anawougit I only had a ‘'gong!' 

Like my brother 'Big Ben,' I could 
notler “ding-dong..” 

And the rest of the clocks could join 
with me 

In having a great big jamboree. 


But no, I must stay right here in 
place, 

my hands in front of my face,} 
and ticking the same old tunel 
it's Fébruary or June. 


Keeping 
‘Ticking 
‘Whether 


Some day I'll get mad and refuse to 
cei aie 

I'll just take it easy and watch the 
iin, 


t) 


The teacher will look up--then hesitate 


She won't know whether she's early or; 


late. 

But I suppose if I stopped and rested 
a bit, 

The janitor'd come with tools on his } 
hip. 


He'd take something sharp and my inn-} 
ers start picking, 
bOwl guess, agtter all, I‘11 ‘keep on 
WEtlemyercLCkiLnNg. 

by 


Mary Foley--Class of '42 


is 


A former classmate called me one 
day and as we reminisced, he mentioned 
how much we took for granted in our 
younger days. I quote his words, "All 
Our assets are now liabilities." 

It's nice to hear from former class 
mates.) Theyvyvarerall'so much a part of 
a pleasant past. I've heard from sev- 
eral recently and it always "Makes my 
dayixs 


Freshmen Acquaintance Party 
Sponsored by 
Class of “43” 
BELLINGHAM TIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 
Dancing from 8 P.M. to 12 P.M. 
Friday Sept. 18, 1942 
Ticket 35¢ Tax 3c Total 38 
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Walter Hogarth Benefie 
Sponsored by 
BELLINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL 
BELLINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 
Dancing from 8 P.M. to 12 P.M. 
Friday Oct. 9, 1942 
Ticket 36c Tax 4c Total 40c 
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Cis? MRP ANT a? APE De DEO Pi Po go) 2. 2 


2 

? if 
2 2 
SENIOR MAY DANCE 5 
? 2: 
2 Bellingham High School 9 
2 Auditorium 2 
2 : 2 
9 Masters' Music $.25 & 3¢ Tax 
2 ° 
9 May 28, 1943 8:00 P. Me 
2 . 
Pomme on 782. 99199 (212 (2.2 
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During the 1940s, Bellingham High School 
students were asked to write victory songs 
for our athletic teams. The tunes were 
popular at that time. The following were 
chosen as the best. 

Tune; "Oregon; 
Bellingham we all are with you 
Helping you to win this game 
Show your spirits and your courage and your 
strength and efforts too. 
We are out to gain a victory 
For a school so fine and dear. 
Bellingham, we're cheering for you, 
For the victory that's near. 
by Inessa Gigante 


Tune; "Stein Song" 
We are loyal, fond, and true 
Cheer while our hearts will ring. 
Whether we are far or near 
You'll always hear us sing 
Of our dear black and white, 
For which our team fights. 
Our own Bellingham High 
The school of our hearts always. 

by Anna Dobbie 


Tune: "Our Director" 
Bellingham we're cheering 
Cheering for you. 

You've shown your courage, 
And your spirits true. 
Win and gain a victory! 
Fight hard and clean 
We're right behind you, 
So fight, fight, team! 
by Mary DiPietro 


Tune: "Anchors Aweigh" 
Onward to victory, 
Bellingham High. 
Cheer for our own team, 
Come on team and fight! 
Fight! Fight! Fight! 
Fight for the black and white. 
Fight for victory. 
Come on! ---Bellingham, 
We all love thee. 

by Helen Fabian 


Tune: 

Thy sons are loyal, 
Courageous, true, and strong, 
Hear them supporting thy cause in sorg. 
On the field of contest thy task is never 

dane. 
Until, draped in glory, the strife is won. 
Chorus 


"Juanita" 


Our school, Bellingham High School, keep thy 


he 


banner waving high, 

So that, down through the ages, her name shall 
never die. 

When all seems darkest and our hopes seem to 
be gone, 

Fight for our High School; put the pressure on. 

With undying spirit, strive to even-up the 
score, 

And when game is ended, have victory in store. 

Chorus 

by Arthur Remillard 


Tune: "Scatterbrain" 
Wave your banners to the breeze and 
Let your colors float on high 
Come, let's raise our voice in song 
For Bellingham High. 
Let our colors black and white be 
Floated proudly in the breeze 
Colors we are all proud to salute. 
Yes, we shall always stand by 
Bellingham, the school we love the best, 
And we shall think of her no matter where we 
roam 
So come let's raise the rafters once again, 
And sing with all our might 
For Bellingham, the school that we call hei 


by Mary Foley 


The last two song;were for our Alma Mater. 


1943 Class Song, 

Tune: Marine"s Hym 
The time has come for us to part, 
We the class of "43". 
How sheltering have been thy walls, 
Our Alma Mater, dear. 
Your kindly hand has guided well 
When difficult the way. 
We know for us you'll ever care, 
Though we be far away. 


Ambition's fire how oft burned low, 
And we discouraged grew. 
But patient teachers fanned the coals 
Till flames burst forth anew. 
Oh, may that fire of courage burn, 
Within our hearts always. 
For there is much that we must do, 
As we enter in life's fray. 
by Winnifred Tyndall 
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We submit the following picture as an addendum to our recent article 


On WEATHERVANES. It would seem that cthers share our interest and 


Peet loa sss. 


WHITHER THE WEATHER? — Anassortment of wildlife : 
adorns a collection of weathervanes atop the Wilder 
building in Holliston but the horse-drawn buggy 


seems to have gotten its signals crossed. (Daily News 
Photo by Martha Woolverton) 
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Farmers were always charged extra 

for everything when buying a car 
froma dealer. So, when aicar dealer | 
wanted to buy a cow for his ‘'hobby' 
Barmy ene got a bill from the’ farmer 
nSeLOlLlows: 


1 basic cow SZ00200 = 
2-tone exterior hes Ores 
extra stomach 

(storage compartment) 75.00 | 


dispensing device 60.00 
genuine cowhide 

upholstery V2 55000 
4 spigots($10.00 ea.) 40.00 
dual horns L51200 
automatic flyswatter 355100 
Grand total 999.5-,0.0 


VOUSGANMOAYSSTDATOAGALN~— = ———-- 

Money in the bank is like tooth- 
paste in the tube. Easy to take out-- 
NaLdmeecupuca back, 

---Earl Wilson--- 


"Is your advertising getting results?" 
one store owner asked another. 


"Sure is," groaned his colleague. 
"Last week we advertised for a night 
watchman. The next night we were 
robbed." 


Most of us are familiar with the 
street: carvore trolley. 

Many cities still operate street 
car lines, and in this area, there 
were some of these systems. 

The Milford, Attleboro & Woon- 
socket, and the Milford, Holliston 
& Framingham systems served our 
locality. 

Bellingham ''Four Corners" was an 
important junction point for the 
electric car lines - so much so 
that a rooming house catering to 
visiting ''drummers" had the name 
"The Electric View." 

While some street railway cars 
carried mail or small express ship- 
ments, they were devoted principal- 
ly to passenger transportation. 


TROLLEY FREIGHTS 


There were however, electric car j; 
lines that handled freight. The 
obvious advantage in this service 
was literally "door-to-door" 
delivery of shipments larger than 
regular mail or small express pack-; 
ages. 

This business flourished in out- 
lying areas, and was particularly 
important as a service in the 
Springfield, Mass., area. 

The trolley freight cars were 
shaped like, and had the general 
appearance of ‘standard electric 
street railway cars, but were like 
railroad box cars in that they were: 
closed in, with windows and entran-! 
ces only at the ends for motorman |: 
and crew. And like railroad box 
cars, they had large sliding center 
doors for loading and unloading 
cargo. 
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Crews on the trolley freights 
varied from two to four men, and 
the big freight cars operated over 
repular street car lines. They did 
have more powerful motors, and were 
equipped with snowplows, and often 
opened up car lines after blizzrds 
for regular passenger car service. 

Around 1915, highway vehicles 
started cutting into the trolley 
freight business, and in a matter 
of a few years, the big freight 
trolleys disaapeared, although 
some reappeared as conventional 
street cars. 
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Due to this year's financial crunch, 
we will only be able to publish three 
issues of the Comments. Regrettably 
this will be the last issue until we 
resume in Septmber. While the snow . 
lies on the ground, it feels” funnyouo 


be wishing our readers a pleasant sum- 
mer, but money matters dictate our 


printing schedule. Your support real- 
ly does make a difference, so if you 
enjoy these pages - please help! 


DEATHS 
Al Pearson (May 1991) 
Rita N. Kucharski 
Flore Plante 
Carleton L. Chilson 
Amelia L. Godbout 
Madeleine G. (Benjamin) Lussier 
A. Maurice Pelland 
Rev. James Cosgrove 
Jason M. Barr 
Eunice B. Chliszczyk 
Ruth Hurd 
Barry Mansfield 
Elmer E. Normandin 
Daniel Hourihan 
Arthur Rattie 
Walter Lavallee 
Alfred Fino 
Irene O. Bozek 
Ernest C. Jerrett 
Regina S. Lacroix 
Robert DeBonise 


PICTURE PERFECT 


Bellingham resident Teresa Hepburn 
Levine is very plesed that her photo 
was chosen to appear in a Kodak Film 
Diaivead Campaign. It all started 
when Levine entered a "Young America" 
photo contest in 1989, sponsored by 
Parade Magazine and Kodak. Of the 
172,000 entrants, hers was one of the 
100 prize winning photos. 

Kodak contacted Levine earlier this 
year to ask if her photo could be used 
in a nationwide print advertisement. 
Levine jumped at this opportunity for 
some professional recognition. The 
ad picture, and all the attention it 
has brought, have really bolstered her 
portfolio. Although she has a regular 
daily job in the camera/visual equip- 
ment business, Levine enjoys taking 
pictures or portraits on the side. 

But she feels it is too unreliable a 
source of income, to devote herself 
totally to being a photographer. 

The picture chosen for the ad was 
shot at her parent's home in upstate 
New York. The subject is the daugh- 
ter of a friend; then 10 month old 
Kelsey Schmidt. Levine recalls shoot- 
Pac wOeuus. roll s of film that day, 
and out of all the resulting photos, 
this is her favorite. It was her fav- 
Orite even before it brought her,her 
proverbial "few minutes of fame". 

The ad has been splashed across the 
pages of many prominent publications 


like Reader's Digest, People and Life. : 


It has appeared, greatly enlarged, in 
public areas, such as bus stations. 
Don't be surprised if billboards are 
next! 

A copy of the prize winning photo- 
graph will be among the displays at 
Bellingham's Historical Center and Mu- 


seum. The Historical Commission would 
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When I was growing up (in the 1925 to 
1950 period) I think that all youths had 
the experience of being a farm boy. Thus, 
my present day interest in farms, fields, 
stone walls and rural life in general in 
northern Vermont and New York states. 

This item is trivia about stone walls. 
How many people realize that there are very 
few complete old fashioned stone walls in 
Bellingham? ---I'll tell you why--- 

When the trolly tracks off Route 140 were 
dug up after the last run of the trolleys, 
Route 140 was widened and from the trolley 
barn in Unionville to the Mendon town line- 
literally hundredsof 1% ton truck loads of 
stonewall stones were laid stone by stone 
for a foundation. Stones too large to be 
thrown onto the trucks were left and in most 
cases they are still there (hit or miss). 
Another reason why today it is really im- 


' possible to find lot boundary markers. 


-_—~ 


like to wish Teresa Hepburn Levine all : 


the continued success she can handle. 


(excerpted from The Woonsocket 
Gall, July 20, 1991) 
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Father to his daughter wearing a 
bikini,"I'm ashamed of you. You 
should be wearing a one-piece suit." 
Daughter,"But Dad, what piece should 
Tecakerott 2" 


i 


Vincent Thayer 


Paper Boy 


I hear him spinning through the dark. 

His papers thump their destination. 

Awake and warm, he bears the spark 

of day's anticipation. 

He wheels the morning to each one 

along his route, and beats 

the slow delivery of the sun : 

up our suburban streets. 
Bonnie May Malod 
San Diego, Calif. 


Bellingham Historical Commission 
3 Common Street 
Bellingham, Massachusetts 02019 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 
SELLE Te ENE 


I have read Crimpville Comments 

with interest over a period of 

years _now and my letter is long 
overdue. I did not see John Lun- 
vall very often, since Bellingham 

is a long way from here, but I miss 
him. I,vistted him iny!973"7ingor= 
der to glean information on my Dar- 
ling forebears and he was a gracious 
Host... tN pal ting sie Salus 
proud that you<re proud of) your her— 
itage..." I seldom hear the name 
Darling in current Bellingham af- 
fairs, but in reading “Comments” 1 
recognize many names that were com- 
mon in town in the 1840's....It's 
all so interesting and John Lundvall 
was the person who helped me most in 
learning about the rich history of |, 
the town and my folks in particular. : 
Thank you all for many hours of SKE, 
reading. 
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-Paul A. Darling 
Barrington, RI 


I have many fond memories of Belling-; 
ham. I lived with my grandparents 
James and and Emma Spencer, and went ; 
to Bellingham schools. 
My cousin is Dorothy Spencer. I was ; 
also born at Hoag Lake (now Silver 
Lake). 
Keep the Comments coming. 
so much. 
I often drive through Bellingham and : 
see the many changes. I remember : 
when Percy Burr was Town Clerk. 
The articles are very interesting 
and I hope to send you an article on |! 
the old days soon. | 
H 


I enjoy it! 


-Isadora Andrews 


Rumford, RI 
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----Keep those great Comments com- 
ing along. To those of us who were 
born and still live here those mem- 
ories mean so much. 


-Mary E. and Frank Lewinski 
Bellingham, MA 


I have been in town for 61 years and 
its unbelievable how a small town 
turns. to be.a small city...) Lote.we 
the old landmarks are still herein 
town (thank goodness) and of course 
sO many new ones. We have a new 

fire station, new library, and at 
last a new and roomy Post Office. 
Keep up the good work with the Crimp- 
ville Comments. 


-Connie (Farley )Gaboury 
Bellingham, MA 


Please accept the enclosed donation 
in memory of my husband, Stanley 
Gardner. 

We both enjoyed reading the Crimp- 
ville Comments, but for: Stanley it 
brought back some wonderful child- 
hood memories. He always consider- 
ed Bellingham his "home town", even 
though he did not live there through- 
out his entire childhood. 

My introduction to Bellingham came 
after moving to this area as a young 
bride,but I tad have become fond of 
the town, because of the many friends 
and associations we have had over 
the years. 

All of you associated with this pub- 
lication should be commended for the 
dedication and creative thinking 
that goes into each issue. 

Hope the Crimpville Comments will 
continue to thrive! 


-Genevieve Gardner 
Mendon, MA 


